
TABLE 1. Age-19 Rules  

Case  Forum 
year  

Waiver 
clause  Sport  

IEP/
504
plan 

IDEA  Section 504  ADA Prevailing 
party  

Johnson v. FL 
High Sch. 
Activities 

Ass'n.  

11 th 
Cir. 
1997  

No  
Football

& 
wrestling 

No   

Individualized 
analysis based 

on rule's 
purpose  

Individualized 
analysis based 

on rule's 
purpose  

Student  

University 
(TX) 

Interscholastic 
League  

OCR 
1997  Yes  Football No   

Previous 
waiver 

sufficient  

Previous 
waiver 

sufficient  

Athletic 
association/ 

district  

Hacienda La 
Puenta 

Unified School 
Dist.  

SEA ( 
Cal. ) 
1997  

  Football No 

Must be in 
IEP or 

necessary to 
benefit from 

special 
education  

    
Athletic 

association/ 
district  

Beatty v. PA 
Interscholastic 
Athletic Ass'n. 

W.D. 
Pa. 

1996  
No  

Basketball
& 

volleyball 
Yes   

Rule is 
essential & 

not based on 
disability  

Rule is 
essential & 

not based on 
disability  

Student  

Dennin v. CT 
Interscholastic 

Athletic 
Conference  

D. 
Conn. 
1996  

Yes  Swimming Yes   

Individualized 
analysis based 

on rule's 
purpose  

Individualized 
analysis based 

on rule's 
purpose  

Student  

M.H., Jr v. M-
Team. High 
Sch. Ass'n.  

Mont. 
1996  Yes  

Football
& 

wrestling 
Yes 

Only if 
previously 
identified  

Only if 
previously 
identified  

  
Athletic 

association/ 
district  

TH. v. M-
Team High 
Sch. Ass'n.  

Mont. 
1996      Yes 

If IEP 
includes 

participation, 
then 

protected  

    Student  

Sandison v. 
Mich. High 

Sch. Athletic 
Ass'n.  

6th 
Cir. 
1995  

No  
Cross-
country
& track  

No   

Rule is 
essential & 

not based on 
disability  

Rule is 
essential & 

not based on 
disability  

Athletic 
association/ 

district  

Reaves v. 
Mills  

W.D. 
N.Y. 
1995  

No  Basketball
& football No     

Rule is 
essential & 

not based on 
disability  

Athletic 
association/ 

district  

Pottgen v. 
MO State 

High 

8th 
Cir. 
1994  

(Yes-
inferred) Baseball No   

Rule is 
essential & 

not based on 

Rule is 
essential & 

not based on 

Athletic 
association/ 

district  



Sch. Activities disability  disability  
University 

Interscholastic 
League v. 
Buchanan  

Tex. 
App. 
1993  

Yes  Football No   

Individualized 
analysis based 

on rule's 
purpose  

  Student  

Sadler v. 
University 

Interscholastic 
League  

W.D. 
Tex. 
1991  

No  Baseball
& football No   

Rule is not 
based on 
disability  

  
Athletic 

association/ 
district  

Cavallaro v. 
Ambach  

W.D. 
N.Y. 
1983  

  Wrestling Yes   
Rule is not 
based on 
disability  

  
Athletic 

association/ 
district  

 


