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Featured Speaker and Panelists
Emerson Dickman, Esq., leads a legal practice that specializes in advocating for children with disabilities and their families.  Among the cases he has handled are leading precedents protecting the due process rights of pupils in special education and the constitutional rights of adults with developmental disabilities.  Emerson is currently the Immediate Past President of the International Dyslexia Association (IDA) and represents IDA on the National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilities (NJCLD).  Emerson was a member of the Professional Advisory Board for the National Center for Learning Disabilities, a member of the Learning Disabilities Roundtable sponsored by the Division of Research to Practice of the U. S. Department of Education, and Chairman of the Protection and Advocacy Agency for the State of New Jersey. 

John Willis Lloyd, who received a Ph.D. from the University of Oregon in 1976, is professor at the University of Virginia’s Curry School of Education and specialized in Learning Disabilities, emotions and Behavior Disorders, reading instruction, and research methods.  His studies of the characteristics of students with learning and behavior problems and of procedures for addressing those problems have appeared in dozens of special education and behavioral psychology journals.  He has published more than 150 articles, chapters, and books and directed or co-directed multiple research projects.  Beyond the traditional forms of scholarship, Lloyd has also created electronic resources about special education such as TeachEffectively.com and SpedPro.org.  Dr. Lloyd represents the Division for Learning Disabilities of the Council for Exceptional Children on the NJCLD.
Richard Long, Ed.D. is the Director of Government Relations for the International Reading Association (IRA). He served on the staff of Congressman James W. Symington and coordinated Multidisciplinary Interventions at the George Washington University Reading Center.  In 1985 he completed his doctoral work at the George Washington University focusing on counseling, reading, and public policy.  He has held consultancies with USA TODAY, the World Health Organization, and several U.S. government agencies and education groups, and represents IRA on the NJCLD. Dr. Long was president of the U.S. Coalition for Education For All.  In addition, he works with the National Title I Association.  

Brett Miller, Ph.D. is the Director of the Reading, Writing, and Related Learning Disabilities Program, which is part of the Child Development and Behavior Branch in the Center for Research for Mothers and Children, at the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD). This research program focuses on developing and supporting research and training initiatives to increase knowledge relevant to normal and atypical development of reading and written language abilities in people across the life span. Before accepting this position at the NICHD, Dr. Miller held the position of Associate Research Scientist at the Institute of Education Sciences, at the U.S. Department of Education. In this capacity, he served as program official for the National Center for the Study of Adult Learning and Literacy, the Mathematics and Science Education Research program, and co-managed the Cognition and Student Learning program. 

June Lucas Zillich, M.A., Bilingual School Psychologist, is currently working in the Placement and Assessment Services Unit in Montgomery County Public Schools in Rockville, Maryland.  Ms. Zillich provides consultation and conducts evaluations for students throughout the district.  She serves on the Disproportionality Steering Committee that addresses disproportionate data and action items that follows the Maryland’s Tiered Service Delivery Model.  She has facilitated training nationally and locally in the areas of RTI, Bilingual Assessments and Progress Monitoring and served as a writer for the RTI modules with the NEA/AFT/NASP RTI Academy.  She is certified as a Bilingual Cross-Cultural, Linguistic, Academic Development (BCLAD) specialist with more than 20 years experience serving as an ESOL teacher, Bilingual (English-Spanish) teacher, Bilingual Testing Coordinator, and Bilingual School Psychologist. 
