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Speaker Bios

Nancy Hennessy, M.Ed.

Nancy Hennessy is an experienced general and special education teacher, diagnostician, administrator, and consultant. She has created and delivered presentations nationally and internationally. Her publications include articles on dyslexia, a book chapter on mentoring and she and Louisa Moats recently co-authored a training module on reading comprehension. Ms. Hennessy is a past president of the International Dyslexia Association (IDA) and a former member of Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic’s National Advisory Council. She currently serves as Vice-President of The Alliance for Accreditation and Certification of Structured Language Education and as one of IDA’ s representatives to the National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilities. She is the Director of The Consulting Network and a National Trainer for LETRS (Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and Spelling).
Amanda Karhuse, M.A.
Amanda Karhuse is the director of government relations for the National Association of Secondary Principals. She coordinates all advocacy efforts for NASSP, which includes lobbying congressional staff, monitoring legislation affecting school leaders and middle level and high schools, and participating in coalition-building activities. Prior to her tenure at NASSP, Ms. Karhuse was a senior writer and editor for Women’s Policy, Inc. in Washington, D.C., and a legislative assistant for former Congresswoman Karen Thurman of Florida. 
Ms. Karhuse has a bachelor’s degree from the University of Mary Washington in Fredericksburg, VA, and a master’s degree in international affairs from The George Washington University in Washington, D.C.  
Brett Miller, PhD.

Brett Miller, PhD, is the Director of the Reading, Writing, and Related Learning Disabilities Program, which is part of the Child Development and Behavior Branch in the Center for Research for Mothers and Children, at the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD).  This research program focuses on developing and supporting research and training initiatives to increase knowledge relevant to normal and atypical development of reading and written language abilities in people across the life span.  Before accepting this position at the NICHD, Dr. Miller held the position of Associate Research Scientist at the Institute of Education Sciences, at the U.S. Dept. of Education.  In this capacity, he served as program official for the National Center for the Study of Adult Learning and Literacy, the Mathematics and Science Education Research program, and co-managed the Cognition and Student Learning program. 
Kippi Sutphen

Kippi is the mother of three daughters. She works at Towson University, where both of her oldest children have matriculated. Kippi has been an advocate for more than 15 years for her youngest daughter who has learning disabilities. 

Barbara Moore, Ed.D.
Barbara J. Moore. Ed.D. is Director Special Youth Services in the Anaheim Union High School District.  She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Communication Disorders and Linguistics from California State University, Fullerton and a Master of Arts from Whittier College in Communication Disorders. She received her doctorate from University of Southern California.  She is actively involved in both state and national professional association activities in education and speech-language pathology. She has presented numerous seminars and workshops on special education, school reform and speech pathology in schools.  She is a member of the ASHA SLP Advisory Council and an ASHA representative to the National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilities. Along with Dr. Judy Montgomery, Dr. Moore has co-authored  Making A Difference for America’s Children:  Speech-Language Pathologists in Public Schools  as well as the supplement Making A Difference in the Era of Accountability: Update on IDEA 2004 and NCLB, and START-IN, a response-to-intervention program.
Patti Ralabate, Ed.D.
Dr. Patricia Kelly Ralabate joined the National Education Association (NEA) in January 2002 after 26 years of teaching as a speech language pathologist in Connecticut.  She serves as NEA’s key expert on special education in the Education Policy and Practice Department.  In her current position, she coordinates the work of the NEA IDEA Cadre and develops resources for NEA members who work with students with disabilities.  

She has authored, co-authored, or edited numerous guides and policy documents, including Meeting the Challenge: Special Education Tools that Work for All Kids (2002), Advocating for Special Education Working Conditions (2004), The New IDEA Survival Guide (2000), IDEA and NCLB: The Intersection of Access and Outcomes (2004), The Accessible Classroom Primer CD, The Puzzle of Autism, The Twice-Exceptional Dilemma, and The Truth in Labeling: Disproportionality in Special Education. 

Dr. Ralabate serves as NEA’s representative on several national leadership groups, including the IDEA Partnership, National Center on Student Progress Monitoring Advisory Board, National Accessible Reading Assessments Project General Advisory Committee, IRIS Advisory Board, National Alliance for Pupil Service Organizations, National Coalition on Shortages in Special Education, and National Center on Response to Intervention.
Froma P. Roth, PhD, CCC-SLP

Froma P. Roth is a Professor in the Department of Hearing and Speech Sciences at the University of Maryland, College Park Campus. Her current research program is directed at specifying the developmental relationships between oral language, emergent and early literacy, and clarifying the language skills and background factors that underlie the development of phonological awareness. She also serves as ASHA’a liaison to the National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilities. Her publications emphasize issues related to the assessment and treatment of language and literacy problems from the preschool years through adolescence. She is the co-author of a basic textbook on speech and language intervention entitled, “Treatment Resource Manual for Speech-Language Pathology.”
The NJCLD is dedicated to promoting the education and welfare of individuals with learning disabilities.

